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Kakubha.  Don't you know that half the task is done ?

Hollowface.  What do you mean 1

Kakubha.  Listen.

Gaining tidings of Kama's consort from the lord of birds, we
mounted Mount Tremendous, with its tremendous elephants.1
And, to-day, to reach Lanka quickly, the wind-god's son with
his wondrous strength has leapt across the ocean, (l)

Come along then, let us wait upon the prince.

[Exeunt am bo.]

END  OF  THE INTERLUDE.

[Enter &ltd attended by several site-devils.}

Sita. Alack, I'm too enduring, wretched me. Parted from my noble
lord, brought to the palace of the demon king, listening to disgusting,
wicked, and reckless words, I go on living, wretched me. Still,1 get
a little consolation trusting in my lord's arrows. How is it that to-day
I feeL some comfort in my heart, like the water sprinkled when the
ring of sacrificial fire is blazing 1 Can it be my lord is pleased with me 1

[Enter Hanumdn with a ring on his finger.]

Hamiman.  [Arriving in Lanka.]   How extensive is Havana's palace.
Rich in gateways, gilt and variegated with squares decorated
with coral and great gems, with quantities of white palaces,
one above the other,2 Lanka is as bright as the city of Mahendra
in heaven.    (2)
And yet forsooth,

Possessing this most excellent royal fortune, Ten-necks3 is
ready to destroy it by taking the wrong path.   (3)
[Going all round.]   I have traversed nearly all Lanka.

Several times have I passed through the ladias' quarters and
private gardens,4 through halls and palaces, through bathing
tanks, pavilions, terraces, and mansions of the goblin king.
Through taverns, temples, and dungeons, I have searched
through every corner, but I have not seen the consort of the
king. (4)

Alas, all my efforts are in vain. Well, I '11 go up on the roof of this
mansion and look round. [Does so.] Ah, here is a series of pleasure

1  A jingle in the original, agmdram sadii-         s Ravana, the demon king of LankS,
pendram mdhendram.                              '                      4 rinfefcwjwu f

2  Vikrta?